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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR REAL-TIME
MONITORING OF DOWNHOLE PUMP
CONDITIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/062,543, filed on Oct. 10, 2014,
which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates to systems and methods for
real-time monitoring of downhole pump conditions. More
particularly, the disclosure relates to real-time monitoring
that allows operators to diagnose pump and/or well condi-
tions.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

The most commonly implemented artificial lift system in
the world is sucker rod pumping. A sucker rod pump (also
referred to as a pumpjack or beam pump) is a vertically
reciprocating piston pump in an oil well that mechanically
lifts liquid out of the well. Sucker rod pumps may employ
a pumping unit, a gearbox, and a prime mover at the surface,
which drives a downhole pump plunger via a sucker rod
string that connects them. A non-limiting illustrative
example of sucker rod pump is illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C.
The sucker rod string can be made up of sections of steel
rods with different diameters or a combination of steel and
fiberglass rods with different diameters. When operating a
sucker rod pumping system, being able to determine and
diagnose the performance of the downhole pump is critical.
A dynamometer measures and records the load and position
at the polished rod (the rod that is at the top of the sucker rod
string, located at the surface) during the stroke of a pumping
unit. This data may be plotted on a graph or display that is
often called a surface dynagraph card or surface card. The
polished rod (surface) load and position data may be used to
compute the load and position of the downhole pump. The
plot of the load and position data of the downhole pump is
called the pump dynagraph card or downhole card.

Sucker rod pumping systems may monitor the data from
the pump dynagraph card and make decisions based on the
data. Based on the shape of a resulting plot, pump and/or
well conditions may be diagnosed, such as full pump, tubing
movement, fluid pound, gas interference, etc. (See FIG. 1D).
Some methods for diagnosing performance of a sucker rod
pumping system utilize finite differences methodology (e.g.
U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,168,924 and 7,500,390). These methods can
sometimes produce noisy results with respect to the behavior
of the rod string and pump. This noisiness is primarily due
to the fact that the derivatives that are estimated numerically
through finite differences can amplify the noise at each step,
leading to inaccurate results. Additionally, some sucker rod
pump control systems are characterized as “real-time,” but
are not truly real-time systems. In these systems, the data is
measured for the duration of the entire pumping cycle (a
stroke of the pumping unit) before any calculations are
initiated. Once the pumping unit completes the pumping
cycle and is beginning the next, such system then begins
computing the downhole card and generating the output.

Improved systems and methods for monitoring of down-
hole pump conditions are discussed herein. These improved
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systems and methods provide real-time monitoring, high
accuracy, and low noise when monitoring downhole pump
conditions.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

In one embodiment, systems and methods for improved
monitoring of downhole pump conditions may provide
real-time monitoring, high accuracy, and low noise when
monitoring downhole pump conditions. Systems for moni-
toring pump conditions may be coupled to any suitable
sucker rod pump and may gather desired data from the
pumping unit system. The desired data may be gathered at
several points-in-time during a pump stroke to provide
real-time monitoring. A wave equation corresponding to the
behavior of the downhole pump may be solved when the
desired data is received in order to provide real-time moni-
toring. In some embodiments, the wave equation may be
solved by separating it into static and dynamic solutions. In
some embodiments, the dynamic solution of the wave equa-
tion may be solved utilizing an integral-based method.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly various features
of the present disclosure in order that the detailed descrip-
tion that follows may be better understood. Additional
features and advantages of the disclosure will be described
hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to
the following descriptions to be considered in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings describing specific
embodiments of the disclosure, wherein:

FIGS. 1A-1D are an illustrative embodiment of a sucker
rod pump and conditions associated with different pump
cards;

FIG. 2 shows parametric plots of the measured surface
loads and positions with the associated parametric plot of the
pump loads and positions calculated from the wave equa-
tion;

FIGS. 3A-3L show a sequence of the evolution of the
surface dynagraph and the associated downhole dynagraph
computed in real-time;

FIG. 4 is an illustrative embodiment of a simplified
representation of a rod pump control system

FIG. 5 shows surface and downhole dynagraph cards
from a finite difference method illustrating the noise ampli-
fication from sensorless measurements and multiple numeri-
cal derivatives in the algorithm;

FIG. 6 shows surface and downhole dynagraph cards for
the improved method; and

FIG. 7 shows surface and downhole dynagraph cards
from a predictive program.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Refer now to the drawings wherein depicted elements are
not necessarily shown to scale and wherein like or similar
elements are designated by the same reference numeral
through the several views.

Referring to the drawings in general, it will be understood
that the illustrations are for the purpose of describing
particular implementations of the disclosure and are not
intended to be limiting thereto. While most of the terms used
herein will be recognizable to those of ordinary skill in the
art, it should be understood that when not explicitly defined,
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terms should be interpreted as adopting a meaning presently
accepted by those of ordinary skill in the art.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only, and are not restrictive of the
invention, as claimed. In this application, the use of the
singular includes the plural, the word “a” or “an” means “at
least one,” and the use of “or” means “and/or,” unless
specifically stated otherwise. Furthermore, the use of the
term “including,” as well as other derivations such as
“includes” and “included,” is not limiting. Also, terms such
as “element” or “component” encompass both elements or
components comprising one unit and elements or compo-
nents that comprise more than one unit unless specifically
stated otherwise.

Systems and methods for monitoring of downhole pump
conditions are discussed herein. These systems may allow a
user to determine pump or well conditions based on polished
rod load, polished rod position, and time data gathered by
the system. Based on the shape of a resulting pump dyna-
graph card, pump and/or well conditions may be diagnosed.
The systems and methods also provide real-time monitoring,
high accuracy, and low noise when monitoring downhole
pump conditions.

A system for monitoring pump conditions may be coupled
to any suitable sucker rod pump, such as a non-limiting
example shown in FIG. 1A-1C. As shown in FIG. 1A, a
sucker rod pump unit may be positioned at the surface to
pump fluids from a well below. The sucker rod pump unit
may include a polished rod 10 passing through a stuffing box
20. Bridle 30 may couple the polished rod 10 to a horse head
40 of a walking beam 50. Walking beam 50 may move on
frame 60 to allow the horse head 40 to move up and down.
The walking beam 50 may be coupled to a prime mover 70,
which may drive movement of the horse head 40 and
walking beam 50, such as through gearing, cranks, counter-
weights, belts, pulleys, combinations thereof, or the like. As
shown in FIG. 1B, the polished rod 10 is coupled to one or
more sucker rod(s) 80, which are position in tubing 90. As
shown in FIG. 1C, the sucker rod 80 downhole pump to
move up and down, thereby creating the pumping action
desired to retrieve fluids from an oil bearing zone 100.

As discussed previously, a surface dynagraph card shows
changes in the polished rod load versus rod displacement.
Utilizing the surface dynagraph card and corresponding
pump dynagraph card, various pump and/or well conditions
may be diagnosed. In some embodiments, the system may
determine desired information (e.g. surface load and posi-
tion data) utilizing one or more sensors, such as downhole
or surface sensors. In some embodiments, the system may
determine desired information (e.g. polished rod load and
polished rod position data) from motor data parameters
relating to computing the downhole dynamometer card
without the need for additional sensor(s) and/or equipment.
In one embodiment, motor current, motor voltage, and/or
other parameters may be used in determining polished rod
position and load. As a non-limiting example, methods for
determining polished rod position and load are discussed in
U.S. Pat. No. 4,490,094, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

As discussed herein, “real-time” monitoring refers to
systems that allow desired data to be calculated throughout
the stroke, instead of waiting for the pumping unit to
complete a full stroke to calculate desired data. While some
prior sucker rod pump control systems characterized them-
selves as “real-time” systems, these systems do not actually
provide real-time monitoring in the manner discussed herein
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because these systems do not perform calculations until a
full stroke is completed. However, the present systems and
methods discussed herein compute the behavior of the
downhole pump in real-time throughout the stroke. The
wave propagation speed in the rod material is the only delay
in the real-time systems and methods discussed herein. In
other words, the data is measured in real-time and the
calculations are made immediately, yielding a virtually
instantaneous solution that is many times faster, with higher
accuracy and less noise than the other technology available
in the industry today. Some of these other technologies
implement the method of finite differences to estimate rod
position and load, which can produce noisy results with
respect to the behavior of the rod string and pump. This
noisiness is primarily due to the fact that the derivatives that
are estimated numerically through finite differences can
amplify the noise at each step in the solution. By the time
one arrives at the pump, the information can be highly
unreliable. In the method discussed herein, these derivatives
are eliminated. In fact, since integrals are used in the method
disclosed herein, the data may actually be somewhat
smoothed, possibly removing any undesirable noise in the
solution.

Further, in some of these other technologies, the data is
measured for the duration of the entire pumping cycle (a
stroke of the pumping unit) before any calculations are
initiated. Once the pumping unit completes an entire pump-
ing cycle and is beginning the next, it begins computing the
downhole card and generating the output. The required data
is recorded for an entire pumping cycle, and then, while the
pumping unit enters into another cycle, the previously
recorded data is entered into an algorithm and the output is
calculated. This is a significant drawback in these other
technologies since there is significant delay in generating
desired information. The systems and methods described
herein provide enhancements over these other technologies
that wait an entire stroke, including real-time monitoring,
high accuracy, and low noise.

The Wave Equation in Sucker Rod Pumping

The model for the physical system that will yield the
behavior of the downhole pump which is located at the end
of'the rod string literally miles away is the nonhomogeneous
viscous damped wave equation:

Py L

o7 =4 — -c—+g,

where 1 is the rod displacement in ft, x is the axial distance
along the length of the rod in ft, o is the propagation velocity
of the wave in the rod material in ft/sec

where E is the modulus of Elasticity and p,. is the density of
the rod), ¢ is a semi-empirical damping constant (see U.S.
Pat. No. 3,343,409) with dimension sec™"

E
o’
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where k is a friction coefficient and A is the rod cross-
sectional area), and g is a gravity term with dimension
ft/sec®. The gravity term is separated from (1) and two
separate wave equations are formed. The first is a static form
of the wave equation and the second is the dynamic solution
of the wave equation. These two equations are then solved
separately. Using the principle of superposition, their solu-
tions are then combined to yield the total solution. One is a
static solution of the wave equation, o(x), while the other is
a dynamic form, y(x; t). We can think of the total solution as
the sum of the dynamic and static solutions, i.e. P(X,1):=y(x;
D+0(x).

For the following derivations, we will consider a rod
string with a single diameter from top to bottom. The
derivations can easily be generalized to rod strings with
multiple tapers.

Separating (1) into static and dynamic parts, the form that
only considers the static force of the weight of the rods in
fluid is given by

@

B 2dzo'(x)
=a"———+g.

dx?

The solution to (2) is easily determined.

We are now in a position to solve the remaining dynamic
(homogeneous) portion of (1). Since the static portion was
separated out by implementing the principle of superposi-
tion, the dynamic portion is now a homogeneous wave
equation

Py (3)

FE

, 7y 9y

o ‘ar

Various prior monitoring methods use measured surface
position and load data to compute the behavior of the rod
string from the surface down to the pump. In these various
methods, a necessary requirement for their solution methods
is that the system is in a steady state and is periodic. Thus,
the polished rod positions and polished rod loads that are
recorded over the entire stroke of the pumping unit serve as
the two required boundary conditions needed to obtain a
steady state solution to (3).

The method disclosed herein is not bound by this require-
ment. In this method, the pump behavior can be observed
either in real-time or virtually instantaneously, where the
only delay is in the wave propagating along the sucker rod
string to the surface. In contrast to other monitoring meth-
ods, collecting an entire surface stroke’s worth of data in
order to begin calculating the conditions at the pump is no
longer necessary. FIG. 2 shows parametric plots of the
measured surface loads and positions (surface dynagraph
card—top 210) with the associated parametric plot of the
pump loads and positions calculated from the wave equation
(downhole pump dynagraph card—bottom 220). As dis-
cussed previously, this pump dynagraph card can be utilized
to diagnose various pump and/or well conditions.

As a nonlimiting example, the position and load at the
pump may be desired to determine if the pump is filling or
if it has “pumped off” for the time being. The term “pumped
off” means that the pump is not filling completely, which is
most commonly due to the temporarily over displacing the
reservoir’s inflow into the wellbore. At this point the pump-
ing unit should be stopped to allow the reservoir to catch up
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6

and fill the well bore with fluid. Pumping without fluid in the
pump barrel can cause extreme damage to the pump, the rod
string, the surface unit and gearbox, thereby making infor-
mation delays on such a “pump off” condition very danger-
ous for the pumping unit system. Thus, monitoring systems
and methods that calculate the real-time behavior of the
pump are extremely valuable pieces of equipment to have at
the wellsite so the power to the pumping unit can be shut off
the instant the pump is identified to be filling incompletely.

Other methods using the wave equation need the pumping
unit going through and completing an entire cycle before the
calculation of the pump card can be initiated. This is because
the data set must be periodic and must represent an entire
stroke of the pumping unit in order for a solution to be
calculated. The improved method discussed herein is the
only analytic solution where the data set does not need to be
periodic. The solution is able to yield the behavior of the
entire rod string, including the downhole pump the instant
that the wave from that point in the rod string reaches the
surface. All other techniques require a given data set to be
periodic or periodically extended in order to obtain a solu-
tion (e.g. a pump dynagraph card) that describes the behav-
ior of the downhole pump.

The integral-based method discussed herein transforms a
dynamic solution y(x, t) of the nonhomogenous viscous
damped wave equation into a function of complex fre-
quency. Considering (3), the method formulates a solution
using the measured boundary conditions of surface load and
surface position which have embedded in them the behavior
of the downhole pump. We denote the surface position and
surface load as functions of time by f(t) and F(t), respec-
tively. Integrating over all frequencies w and time t, the
real-time solution for the dynamic portion of (1) is found to
be

y(x, 1) = %Ff(f)fmcos(/(x)e"“’(‘f”)dw dé + @

iﬁF(f)ﬁlsin(/(x)e"“’(‘f”)dwdf
27 ) oK

1
where x = EV (ic + w)w .

Where 1 represents an imaginary number and m represents
frequency. The surface position and load measurements are
received in discrete pairs. With a plurality of surface position
and load measurement pairs, the position at the bottom of the
sucker rod string, at say x=L, is computed by

YLD =5 f 7@ f " coskLI e dé + ®

1 e o ] )
— f F(&) f —sin(kL)e N dw dE.
27 J o K

Similarly, the load at the bottom of the sucker rod string
at x=L is computed by

EAa—y(L, = £ f - FG) f ksin(kL)e S Ddw dé — ©
dx 27 J_ o .

EF1'7(§)Fcos(KL)e"“’(‘f”)dwdf
) » ,
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where E and A are the Young’s modulus and cross-sectional
area, respectively, of the sucker rod string. The solution
continues to step forward in time, computing the positions
and loads at the pump as the new positions and loads at the
surface are measured, thus giving the downhole pump
dynagraph in virtual real-time, where the only delay is in the
data transmission rate of the sucker rod string, which is
approximately 16,000 ft/sec for steel sucker rods.

The solution to (3) that is given in (4) makes no assumption
that the function y(x,t) is periodic in either space or time.
Thus, the solution (4) cannot be determined by a discrete set
of frequencies and is applicable to a non-periodic data set of
surface load data and position data. Instead, it is determined
by summing up particular solutions over a continuous fre-
quency spectrum, which is a key distinction in comparison
to other methods. Because this limiting assumption is not
made by the methods discussed herein, it is no longer
necessary to wait for the pumping unit system to complete
a stroke and then begin calculations. Thus, combining the
solution to (2) with the dynamic solution (4), the complete
real-time solution of the wave equation (1) is obtained.
FIGS. 3A-3L illustrates a sequence of the evolution of the
surface dynagraph and the associated downhole dynagraph
computed in real-time.

As an example, looking at the value of the “real-time”
computations from an applied point of view, consider a
typical pumping unit system running at 8 SPM on a 5000'
well. Each cycle of the pumping unit is thus 7.5 seconds in
duration. Using the calculation methods of others, the data
points from an entire stroke must be recorded before calcu-
lating the load and positions of the pump. The delay in
beginning calculations for this particular example is at least
24 times longer than having real-time computations avail-
able in the systems and methods discussed herein, which is
a significant drawback.

Referring to FIG. 4, which is a simplified representation
of' a rod pump control system 400, the combination of the
solution to equation (2) and the solution in equation (4)
together represent the “total solution” to equation (1). This
“total solution” is the complete real-time solution of the
wave equation (1). The rod pump control system 400 may
comprise a sucker rod pump 410 coupled to one or more
sensors 420 and a remote terminal unit (RTU) 430. The
position and load at the polished rod of pump 410 are
measured and recorded by sensor(s) 420. In some embodi-
ments, sensor(s) 420 may include an inclinometer. In some
embodiments, sensor(s) 420 may include a load cell. These
sensor(s) 420 are coupled to RTU 430 and may provide data
from the sensor(s) to the RTU via the I/O devices 440.
Utilizing data from the sensor(s), the processing unit 450
may then implements the “total solution” to the wave
equation (1) in the manner discussed above to compute the
real-time position and load at the downhole pump at the end
of the sucker rod string and to provide a downhole card.
RTU 430 may provide storage 460, which may be utilized to
store software/firmware to implement the “total solution,”
data gathered by the system, or the like. RTU 430 may
provide a display 470 that is utilized to display plots of
surface and downhole positions and loads or the downhole
card. In some embodiments, display 470 may be part of the
RTU 430. In other embodiments, display 470 may be
separate from the RTU 430, such as a computer, laptop, or
other display. In some embodiments, the RTU 430 may
provide the downhole card to display 470 via the internet,
wirelessly, or the like. The downhole card can then be used
to control the operation of the pump 410 to optimize the
operation of the pump.
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The following discussion is included to demonstrate par-
ticular aspects of the present disclosure. It should be appre-
ciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that the methods
described in the examples that follow merely represent
illustrative embodiments of the disclosure. Those of ordi-
nary skill in the art should, in light of the present disclosure,
appreciate that many changes can be made in the specific
embodiments described and still obtain a like or similar
result without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure.

Data Input

In a first step of the real-time monitoring of downhole
pump conditions, surface (polished rod) load and position
data is obtained from the pump. This data will be used in the
computation of the downhole dynamometer card from
appropriately placed sensors on the pumping unit. As a
nonlimiting example, a load cell may be utilized to obtain
load data and an inclinometer may be utilized to obtain
position data from the pump as discussed previously.

Well and Rod String Constants

In order to compute the downhole pump dynagraph card,
it is necessary to obtain well and rod string constants. In
some embodiments, the well and rod string constants may be
provided to a system by an operator. In some embodiments,
a system may be loaded or pre-loaded with information or
data that allows the well and rod string constants to be
determined. For example, in some embodiments, a user may
input constants necessary for computing the downhole pump
dynagraph card, such as well and rod string constants,
including tubing head pressure, tubing fluid gradient, stuft-
ing box friction, number of rod string tapers, lengths and
diameters of each taper, Young’s Moduli of each of the rod
tapers, damping coefficient, etc. Using the user input, con-
stants can be defined internally for computing the downhole
pump dynagraph card. In other embodiments, information
related to well and rod string constants may be loaded to the
system via an external device (e.g. usbh, memory card, etc.)
or via a network connection.

Position and Load functions

As noted previously, static load and position can easily be
determined from the static part (equation 2) of the nonho-
mogenous viscous damped wave equation (equation 1).
Position and load functions (equations 5 & 6) are used to
compute the dynamic load and position of the bottom of the
sucker rod string, which is where the pump is located. At this
point, the pump position and pump load may computed from
the surface (polished rod) load and position that is measured
from the surface pumping unit equipment by determining
the total solution from the sum of static and dynamic
solutions.

This process can easily be extended to rod strings with
multiple tapers. The process computing the downhole posi-
tion and load occurs in real-time. As a nonlimiting example,
FIGS. 3A-3L show a sequence of the evolution of the
surface dynagraph and the associated downhole dynagraph
computed in real-time. The plots progress in real-time as
shown in the sequence of figures, and do not require
completion of a full stroke before computations and plotting
can occur.

Experimental Example

The following examples are included to demonstrate
particular aspects of the present disclosure. It should be
appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that the
methods described in the examples that follow merely
represent illustrative embodiments of the disclosure. Those
of ordinary skill in the art should, in light of the present
disclosure, appreciate that many changes can be made in the
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specific embodiments described and still obtain a similar
result without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure.

Comparison of Finite Difference Method v. New Solution
Method

The data output from finite difference methods is com-
pared with the results obtained using the complete real-time
solution of the wave equation (1) developed in this method.
It is well known that numerical differentiation of sampled
data amplifies the noise in the data. The poor quality of the
downhole pump dynagraph card from using the finite dif-
ference method with sensorless load and position data is
shown in FIG. 5 (prior art). The new solution method from
this disclosure is illustrated in FIG. 6 and shows a much
higher quality set of solution data, as evidenced by the
well-defined, virtually noiseless pump dynagraph card. Like
the prior dynagraph cards, the top portion shows the surface
dynagraph, and the bottom portion shows the downhole
dynagraph calculated in accordance with the equations dis-
cussed above. This results in easier interpretation of well
and/or pump conditions for the user, as well as an automated
system.

Finally, a demonstration of the ability of the new solution
method to reproduce the pump dynagraph card that was
created using a predictive program is illustrated. In the
predictive program, the various parameters of the pumping
unit system are selected, and the system behaviors are then
predicted by the software. The surface and pump dynagraph
cards of the predictive program are computed in FIG. 7. The
surface card data is made available from the program in
tabular form. This surface card data is then used as the input
data for the new solution method in FIG. 6. The new solution
method produces a very precise and accurate, virtually noise
free pump dynagraph card that is in excellent agreement
with the predicted pump dynagraph card both in stroke
length and pump load.

Embodiments described herein are included to demon-
strate particular aspects of the present disclosure. It should
be appreciated by those of skill in the art that the embodi-
ments described herein merely represent exemplary embodi-
ments of the disclosure. Those of ordinary skill in the art
should, in light of the present disclosure, appreciate that
many changes can be made in the specific embodiments
described and still obtain a similar result without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. From the
foregoing description, one of ordinary skill in the art can
easily ascertain the essential characteristics of this disclo-
sure, and without departing from the spirit and scope
thereof, can make various changes and modifications to
adapt the disclosure to various usages and conditions. The
embodiments described herein are meant to be illustrative
only and should not be taken as limiting of the scope of the
disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for monitoring downhole pump conditions in
real-time, the method comprising:

coupling a load sensor and a position sensor to a rod pump
provided at a surface of a well;

gathering surface load data and position data from the
load and position sensors of the rod pump;

estimating downhole load and downhole position in real-
time throughout a pump stroke utilizing the surface
load data, the surface position data, and a nonhomog-
enous viscous damped wave equation, wherein the
downhole load and the downhole position is deter-
mined by
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estimating a static downhole position and a static
downhole load utilizing a static solution o(x) of the
nonhomogenous viscous damped wave equation,

estimating a dynamic downhole load and a dynamic
downhole position utilizing a dynamic solution y(x,
t) transformed into a function of complex frequency
that is integrated over all frequencies (w) and time
(), and

determining a total solution }(x, t) from the static and
the dynamic solutions, wherein the downhole load is
determined from the static downhole load and the
dynamic downhole load, and the downhole position
is determined from the static downhole position and
the static downhole position; and

plotting the downhole load and the downhole position in

real-time to provide a plot of the downhole position v.
the downhole load.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the dynamic solution
v(%, t) of the nonhomogenous viscous damped wave equa-
tion is applicable to a non-periodic data set of the surface
load data and position data.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a rod of the rod pump
has multiple tapers.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole position L at a time t from

WL, 1) = % ﬁ 1103 f " cosL)e N de dé +
o | @ [ pointanye e
o) oK ’

where o represents frequency, f(§) represents the surface
position as a function of time, F(E) represents the surface
load as a function of time, K represents

é\/(ic+w)w,

a represents the propagation velocity of a wave in a rod
material, and ¢ represents a semi-empirical dampening con-
stant; and

the dynamic downhole load from

EAa—y(L = £ f §i63) f mksin(KL)e"w‘f*”dwdg—‘—
ax "V T ), -

EA [ o .
F(f)f cos(kL)e N dw de,

2n

where E represent the Young’s modulus of a rod string, and
A represent a cross-sectional area of the rod string.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole position L at a time t from

YL, 1) = % F §i63) f mcos(KL)e"w(f*”dwdg—w

1 e ] )
2 ilE—1)
o j:m F (f)j:m < sin(kL)e dwdé,
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where o represents frequency, f(§) represents the surface
position as a function of time, F(E) represents the surface
load as a function of time, K represents

é\/(ic+w)w,

a represents the propagation velocity of a wave in a rod
material, and ¢ represents a semi-empirical dampening con-
stant.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole load from

EAa—y(L = £ F §i63) f mksin(KL)e"w‘f*”dwdg—‘—
ax "7 T 2 -
EF1'7(§)Fcos(KL)e"“’(‘f")dwdf
2 J o - ’

where E represent the Young’s modulus of a rod string, and
A represent a cross-sectional area of the rod string.
7. A system for monitoring downhole pump conditions in
real-time, the system comprising:
arod pump providing a horsehead and sucker rod coupled
to the horsehead, wherein the rod pump is position at a
surface to pump fluids from a well;
a prime mover coupled to the rod pump, wherein the
prime mover drives the horsehead;
a position sensor coupled to the rod pump at the surface,
wherein the position sensor measures surface position
data of the sucker rod;
a load sensor coupled to the rod pump at the surface,
wherein the load sensor measures surface load data of
the sucker rod;
aprocessor receiving the surface load and surface position
data, wherein the processor estimates downhole posi-
tion and downhole load in real-time throughout a pump
stroke utilizing the surface load data, the surface posi-
tion data, and a nonhomogenous viscous damped wave
equation, and the downhole position and the downhole
load are estimated by
estimating a static downhole position and a static
downhole load utilizing a static solution o(x) of the
nonhomogenous viscous damped wave equation,

estimating a dynamic downhole load and a dynamic
downhole position utilizing a dynamic solution y(x,
1) transformed into a function of complex frequency
that is integrated over all frequencies (w) and time
(), and

determining a total solution }(x, t) from the static and
the dynamic solutions, wherein a total downhole
load is determined from the static downhole load and
the dynamic downhole load, and a total downhole
position is determined from the static downhole
position and the static downhole position; and

a display for plotting the downhole load and the downhole
position in real-time to provide a plot of the downhole
position v. the downhole load.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the dynamic solution
v(%, t) of the nonhomogenous viscous damped wave equa-
tion is applicable to a non-periodic data set of the surface
load data and position data.
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9. The system of claim 7, wherein the sucker rod of the
rod pump has multiple tapers.

10. The system of claim 7, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole position L at a time t from

L, 1) = % ﬁ 1@ f mcos(KL)e"w(f*”dwngr
o | @ [ pointanye e
o) oK ’

where o represents frequency, f(§) represents the surface
position as a function of time, F(E) represents the surface
load as a function of time, K represents

é\/(ic+w)w,

a represents the propagation velocity of a wave in a rod
material, and ¢ represents a semi-empirical dampening con-
stant; and

the dynamic downhole load from

EAa—y(L = = F §i63) f mksin(KL)e"w‘f*”dwdg—‘—
ax "V T ) -

EA [

27 J_ o

F(f)fmcos(KL)ei“’(‘f")dwdf,

where E represent the Young’s modulus of a rod string, and
A represent a cross-sectional area of the rod string.

11. The system of claim 7, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole position L at a time t from

YL, 1) = %Ff(f)fmcos(KL)ei“’(‘f”)dwdf+

1 e o ] )
— f F(&) f —sin(kL)e D dwdé,
27 J_ o K

where o represents frequency, f(§) represents the surface
position as a function of time, F(E) represents the surface
load as a function of time, K represents

é\/(ic+w)w,

a represents the propagation velocity of a wave in a rod
material, and ¢ represents a semi-empirical dampening con-
stant.

12. The system of claim 7, wherein the estimating step
involving the dynamic solution y(x, t) determines the
dynamic downhole load from

EAa—y(L = = F §i63) f mksin(KL)e"w‘f*”dwdg—‘—
ax "V T ) -

EﬁHf)ﬁccys(/<L)e"“’(‘f")dwdf
) - ,
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where E represent the Young’s modulus of a rod string, and
A represent a cross-sectional area of the rod string.
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